
 

Hopewell Middle School 

PTA Executive Board 

Meeting Minutes November 19, 2019 

 

Attending: Terri Straw, Sarah Whitfield, Kindrea Becker, Laury Rush, Kelly Marks, June Swift, 
Noelle Pedraza, Shaun Hunt, Vicky Sanchez 

Welcome and Announcements: Kelly Marks and Noelle Pedraza, PTA Co-Presidents 

Review of Previous PTA Meeting minutes.  Motion made by June Swift to approve minutes. 
Sara Whitfield provides a second for the motion.  Meeting minutes pass as written without 
revision. 

Noelle Pedraza: 

Update on Grounds Beautification:  Santos Landscaping to donate $2K worth of mulch for 
Clean-up Day at HMS.  Event postponed due to weather forecast.  Rescheduled for Spring 
Semester.  Possibly hold Clean-up Day in conjunction with Earth Day in the spring. 

Basketball Courts were cleaned up and crew members from Santos Landscaping Co. did the 
work for the PTA, including pressure washing and the painting of railings.  Drainage issues will 
need to be addressed moving forward.  P.E. Department thanks the PTA for this endeavor. 

Mr. Michael LeMoyne, HMS Principal: 

Boy Scouts Eagle Project:  installing more outdoor benches around HMS grounds.  Benches to 
be made from recycled materials at no cost to the school. 

Shaun Hunt, HMS PTA treasurer: 

Budget of PTA is in very good shape.  Membership Drive was so successful and did so well this 
year.  Approx. $900 will be applied to the Business Partner’s Budget 



$2,000 gap in what we spent on Spirit Wear and what was sold.  Perhaps on-line sales/marketing 
will help get rid of some of the remaining inventory.  Any excess spirit wear will be used again 
next year. 

Shaun proposes that we email parents who committed to donate $100 or more to remind them 
about matching gift programs what may be offered thru their employer.  Shaun will include 
instructions for how an employer can provide a matching gift to HMS PTA. 

Charitable donations from Kroger/Publix still generating some income, but slowly going down. 
There’s more opportunity to get free money, particularly from Amazon Smiles.  This is an 
underutilized program as far as generating money for the PTA. 

Laury Rush will push out information via social media to parents regarding Amazon Smiles and 
encourage parent participation, particularly with the holiday shopping season underway. 

Sara Whitfield:  

Thank you to PTA for the Teacher Grants recently awarded at HMS.  Update on 8th grade field 
trip – on schedule to leave tomorrow, Nov. 20 for Savannah, GA.  Approx. 207 students 
confirmed to attend.  Ms. Corbett gave a presentation yesterday to the 8th graders regarding 
course preparation/transition to high school.  These presentations use to take place in the Spring 
Semester, but now happen in November to allow more adequate planning time for students. 

Kindrea Becker: 

No new membership numbers to report.  Regarding business partners, the signs for Exquisite 
Living and for Roasters need to be removed from the fence surrounding the HMS parking 
lot/carpool area.  We have secured approximately $400 from our Business Partner, Cellairis, for 
Exceptional Children’s Week in March 2020.  Proposes that HMS sell spirit wear to rising 6th 
graders.  A PTA volunteer should visit the elementary schools to sell merchandise to the 5th 
graders who will be attending HMS next fall. 

$332.70 raised from Box Tops.  Mrs. Herndon’s PRIDE classroom was the winner, collecting 
347 box tops.  The class will be presented with cookies during homeroom tomorrow. 

Teacher mini grants:  All teachers were awarded what they requested.  PTA exceeded budget 
limitations by $200.  No worries on this topic because the PTA has a healthy reserve and the 
cause was well worth increasing the budget. 

Scholarship signs and banners:  Quote has been submitted to Kelly Marks for approval. Kelly has 
asked for more details on the art conversion fee of $180. At the time of the meeting, the 
committee is waiting to hear back from the company. 

Month of October and November Events: 



Fall Appreciation Luncheon update: “Nothing Bundt Cakes” has donated $100 worth of food. 
For the 7th grade dance, we have secured a few new donations including a $50 Publix Gift Card, 
Peachtree Yard Signs has been contracted, and the company, Huntington, has donated 100 water 
bottles. 

Vicky Sanchez: 

Both 6th and 7th grade school dances went well.  Plenty of food for each event.  Kelly Marks says 
always plan ahead and give custodial staff an entire pizza and cookies at the end of all PTA 
events as a means of thanking them for the extra time commitments they make to the school 
during these events.  One logistical problem at the dances is that students are going down the 
hallways to their homeroom to get backpacks at the end of the dance.  Preference is for students 
to bring all their belongings/backpacks and wait in the cafeteria.  Students should not be walking 
down the hallways or entering classrooms at the end of the evening to retrieve backpacks. 

The DJ from the 6th and 7th grade dances has been contracted for the 8th grade dance already.  8th 
grade dance will take place in March.  The 8th grade dance committee will meet on Thursday, 
Nov. 21 at 9:00 to continue event planning.  Kelly Marks and Vicky will be there. 

Today is the luncheon at HMS for Exceptional Children. 

Noelle Pedraza (in absence of Mimi Madrid): 

Holiday luncheon for HMS teachers will take place on December 11, 2019.  Casa Nueva will 
cater the event.  The teacher luncheon in the Spring Semester will be catered by D’Jeneba.  The 
name of the caterer is D’Jeneba Fields. 

“Holiday Outreach” donation drive for charity:  Getting donation list now and all gifts that are 
contributed will be wrapped and delivered to families.  This Charity Project is in the works now. 

The chairperson for HMS Grounds Beautification, Stephanie Kennedy has stepped down.  We 
will need to recruit a new volunteer for the upcoming school year.  At the very least, flowerpots 
at the front of the school need to be cleaned out.  Laury Rush is asked to post the open position 
of Grounds Beautification with the tagline:  Green thumb is not required. 

Laury Rush: 

Communications update:  A flow chart has been created and is available online to provide 
instructions and deadlines for advertising and promoting events and campaigns to the HMS 
community.  See HMS website for details. 

June Swift:  

Reflections update:  4 HMS students announced as winners.  Winners will receive awards at a 
Recognition Program tonight at HMS.  Mr. LeMoyne will also give these 4 students a reward 
and a chick-fil-a lunch, as well as recognition of the HSM website. 



International Night at HMS will be held in February.  Kelly Marks’ neighbor, Krista Smith, has 
offered to help with this event. 

Kristen Harbot was the lead volunteer for Red Ribbon Week, however there was a 
miscommunication as to who was assigned which tasks to prepare for the event.  It’s too late to 
order any trinkets for Red Ribbon Week, but an alternate activity will be planned to make up for 
the missed event. 

Book Fair, however, was a huge success.  

Noelle Pedraza: 

The PTA holiday brunch will be held at Kelly Marks’ house on Dec. 17 for the PTA Board 
members.  Everyone is asked to bring a food item for brunch and a “favorite thing” wrapped gift 
valued at approximately $25. 

Laury Rush will send the PTA secretary some updates that are needed for the PTA Officers 
contact list on the PTA website. 

 

Meeting is adjourned. 


